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My purpose

To help parents and students understand 
writing. 
To demystify it, and to offer some 
strategies you can use in any context to 
confidently engage writing naturally and 
authentically.



My hope

My scope



Writing is scary,
but it doesn’t have to be.



Let’s try to understand 
writing better together, okay?



We can all relax.



Writing is social.



Writing is natural.



Know yourself.
What is my most natural communication style?

Strengths, interests, connections?



Writing is only 25% 
of literacy.

Listening and Speaking
Reading and Writing

Listening Reading

 Speaking Writing



Interdisciplinary
Connections

Multisensory Contexts



Guiding questions for any 
writing context

1. How do I communicate best or most naturally?
2. What ideas or information do I want/need to share?
3. Why am I writing? What do I hope to gain?
4. Who is my audience? What is the context?
5. What formal demands exist?



Reason
Audience
Form
Topic



Strategies for developing 
and working with ideas





Most of all
PLAY!



Modeling
Story Telling

Acting
Drawing

Making music
Dancing Walking



Write to Publish



Getting the most out of 
traditional school settings



The DEAR REEL Model

Develop Connection
Embrace Flexibility

Attend to Strengths
Reframe Behaviors

The Dear Reel Model: Classroom Strategies for Twice 
Exceptional Student Success www.reel2e.org



Parting message
You are the boss of your writing experience. 

Own your power!

You can identify and develop your own sense of 
purpose, strategies and accommodations.

You can ask for the support you need and get it.


